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the threshold value is set higher if the detector detects that the auxiliary battery 
apparatus is mounted than the threshold value set when the detector does not detect that the 
auxiliary battery apparatus is mounted. 



5. (Currently Amended) A flash system with an auxiliary battery, comprising: 

a flash apparatus oooording to any of olaims 1 through 4 that comprises a light 

emission unit that emits light with an electric charge stored at a main capacitor: a battery 

chamber in which an internal battery constituting a source battery is loaded: a mounting unit 

at which an auxiliary battery apparatus is detachablv mounted: and a detector that detects 

whether the auxiliary battery apparatus is mounted : and 

nn mnnlinry hntt e Ty apparatus according to any of olaimo 1 through 4 the auxiliary 

batter^having loaded therein an external battery to be connected in series with the internal 

battery, wherein: 

the internal battery and the external battery are each a cylindrical battery; 

an internal battery space where a plurality of cylindrical batteries are loaded side-by- 
side in a row is provided at the battery chamber; and 

an external battery space where a single cylindrical battery constituting the external 
battery is loaded so as to allow an axial center of the external battery to extend along a 
direction of the row in which the plurality of cylindrical batteries are arranged is formed at the 
auxiliary battery apparatus. 



6. (Currently Amended) An auxiliary battery apparatus detachably mounted at an 
electric apparatus, comprising: 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The primary reason 
for allowance of claims 1-5 is the claim 1 and 5 limitation for a flash apparatus having detecting 
means detecting mounting of an auxiliary battery apparatus. Claim 5 is also allowable because 
of the limitation that the single cylindrical external battery of the auxiliary battery apparatus is 
loaded to allow its axial center to extend along a direction of the row in which the plurality of 
cylindrical batteries are arranged. The primary reason for allowance of claims 6-12 is the claim 

6 and 1 1 limitation that a battery loading unit having an external battery is detachably mounted at 
the electric apparatus in place of the lid of the battery chamber of the electric device and the lid 
is attached to the battery loading unit concealing the battery. Claims 1 1 and 12 are allowable 
because of the claim limitation enumerated in the previous sentence and because of the limitation 
enumerated above with respect to claim 5, both of which are found in claim 11. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
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The word - - apparatus - - has been inserted after the first occurrence of the word 
"battery" in line 8 of claim 5. 

Telephone Numbers 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William B. Perkey whose telephone number is (571) 272-2126. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:00am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Lefkowitz can be reached on (571) 272-2180. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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